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received in Italy with a great deal of 
: Approbation, tis preſumed the Engliſh : 
Reader will be pleaſed to meet with it in his 
on Language. De Author was ſome 
Years ago in England, is now Keeper of 
the Great Duke of Tuſcany's Muſeum, 8. 
Fellow of our Royal Society, as well as 1 
tbe College of Phyſicians in Florence, and |} 
will be found to ſpeak of the Engliſh Nation —_— 
in * 007 D 5 * 1 


— K ĩ⅛ (——Uͤ—U—U——— X ——  ond 


ö * 2 


2 


— 


-— i 


— 


* 


Ty 


n *. K — e- 32 


OY 


= 


. Ie 


RAW 7THAGORAS: was cer- 
SJ tainly one of the greateſt Ge- 
N niuſes that ever Human Na- 
bre produc'd. He liv'd a- 
bout 500 Vears before the Birth of : 
Chrift, near which Time Hiſtory began 

to be written with: Truth and. Clearneſs; 
bat t whereas, 
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1 porary with him, are now in a manner all 
Ioſt; nor have we any Account of them, 
but at ſecond-hand, from ſuch as v' d long 
after. Exp Bene daily teaches us, that 
the greateſt Part of Mankind are inclin d, 

by a certain natural mean Envy, to detract f 
from the Praiſe 0! F others, and eſpecjally — 
5 of thoſe who are the mol illuſtrious, by x 
1 8 malicious or falſe Aſperſions, whilſt many 

| © others are induc'd, through Stupidity and 
Ignorance, tomigine ang beligve ſych../ AL 
perſions true, altho' they are without Foun« 

. Aion: and abſurd. 11 is s alſo obſervable, T 


the Vteral Meaning: i; te Work * Ain q 
a2 manner very different from the Int — * | 


of the Author. 
Hence it is, that in the Court: off "Y 

11 N Ages, the of | a Pythagoras.\ is 
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found perplex'd with fach Numbers of 


fringe and incredible Circumſtances, and 


be that the Dodrines of his School, which 
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were deliver d in a figuratiye manner of 

1 Expreſſion, have been ſo alter' d, that it is 

F 185 nts is, in the Books we read of 
Hir | irs fometimes as (x) a Worker | 


des by virtue, of his Goodneſs, at 
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to the perfecti 88 of that Character n 
is ſo rarely to be met with, and which re- 
ſults from an Union of the moſt generous 


and beneficent "Qualities of the Heart, it! 


the moſt extenſive and well. grounded h 


KO and Underſtanding,” I 00. 
His Doctrine conſiſted, in poſſeſſing, i in = 


a high degree, thoſe three Parts whereinto 

all Human Wiſdom may readily be di- 

vided, as he firſt of all divided it, viz, Eru- 
Ce dition, or the Art of Thinking and Speak- 5 
ing; Philoſophy, or the Knowledge of the 

Nature of Things; and Civil Prudence, or 

the Underſtanding of Government, and 
the Laws and 
Society. And if he was excellent in cri- 
| tical and moral Knowledge, o much the 
more ſhall we fin 
| Knowledge of Nature, as that ſort of 
Knowledge exceeds the ocker two in Dif: | 


Duties which reſult from (t) 


him wonderful in the 
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read, 5 Bret 6 in the Writings of thoſe 
en Men, whom we call the Antients, 
there remain ſuch Veſtiges of his Philoſo- x 
phy, as taught by his Scholars, and the 
Fame is ſo conſtant of his Authority for 
certain particular Opinions that we may 
without Raſhneſs, even at this D Bay form | 
a Judgment of his Worth. e 
He was an excellent Manas, 1 
and improv d Geometry very much by his 
Inventions on the Elements laid down b 
the Egyptians, and made Uſe of Arith- 


; metic as a univerſal and analytical way of og 
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8 calculating. He was a great. Philoſopher | 
and Aſtronomer, and alſo underſtood Na- 


| tural Hiſtory and Phyſic; which is no other : 


he Reſult of various learned Obſer- 


: vations, join'd with common Prudence. JOS 
It is indeed true, that his Doctrines were, 


by him and his Followers, deſignedly con- 
cealed from the e of the com- 
mon People, under the Veil of ſtrange Ex- 
pteſſions, underſtood only by his School, 
and that the Senſe of his Doctrine be- 
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came obſcure ſoon after, from there being 
15 only a verbal, not a written Explanation of 


I we could poſſibly know the | 


e e on which it is founded, we 
b ſhould underſtand much better the Con- 


nexion of this his Cloſeneſs with his Pi- 


1 laſophy; which-now ſeems to us extrava - 
it gant. and dangerous in its Nature. It n may CR 
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at all tas Powers have Sol che 
Nature of their Conſtitution, the free Di- 
ſteibution of coercive Force; on that Ac- 
<p ies that Time even to our own, 
not the Pythagorean only, but D 
ner alt Schools have found it abſolutely 


Ea neceffiry for theit Preſervation, to make. 


5 Uſe of the famous Method of teaching 
two, Dod trines, the one ſecret, and the 
other open; chat Which was taught at G 
Home, clear and direct, and that which 
1 went t Abroad, Wwe eee and n : 
"i Reflection 1 Ye 5 | have render a 
. thoſe more cautious, 
ingenious) call the DoGtines of —— | 
by We ner of Dreams and Follies; and 


as for thoſe other filly Surmiſers-who have 


e ol Miracles and Inchantments to 


bim, it would be a Folly to make any 
” Mention of them in this Gbngailhag n 
penetrating Age. We may pom, 
through the Clouds, wherewith. t. is Phi- 
; 3 endeavour d My, FRO ts new 
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we Vulgar, that he thought: the Suntabe 
1 El the Fire n Center gof our Were, 
1 ] . | l and the, Earth: a, 121 Planet, (1) and. 4075 N 2 
© bring poor dee eee, 
© like Sytepas,in. the immenſe, Ether... 
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5 Die my He was 106 firſ ie un. 
derts the Appearances of the Planet 
i : Venus, (50 that Enew.t 1C Earth Wet) of 8 
= nearly ſpherical Figure, and i in an oblique 
| . Poſition, and that it was all over habitable, 
| with an equal Diftibution of Light nd 
1 x Darkneſs t to all 1 49); 75 He” Hell, 
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he Antiens, who maintain'd” that the 
Generation of 'Animals was conſtantly ef- 
g folted by the Means of Seeds from other 
Animals of the fame Kind, and that fucha 
Facult ebulck never be allow'd to any other 
bort of Vatter; (1) which Sentiment be. 
ing bostwiy tod ſterr of che EGYG 55 
Nauns from v om ſbme wor dmaintain that 
he borrow'd all his Opinions, it ferves tb 
prove, fo much the wore fully, the Power 
| of his proft und and figatious Mind. AUM 
i more ſuch ſublime Ways öf Thinking . 
are to be found in the Philoſophy of Py. 
'thagoras, (2) we ſbould eit. 
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quoted and from many other ancient Writers, withbbt 5 
mentioning what the Commentators” on Laertius have. 
done, what Scheffer relates in his learned Book de Va- 
mu & Conflidutione Philoſophice Pythagorices. Up/al 1664. 
And alſo that very wife Judgment concerting the Phi- 
loſophy of yang 
ment of Ch, 
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| like one, if it be not the ſame, is mentioned in Span- 
beim, on tlie Wenne Frastgſa- Gottiffeui ds U. I 
P. N. Edit. 2. p. 491. The ſame Gotiiſradi in 
nuſeript Index to his edals, matle in 12757 ' 
ſcribes it, Figura A de fe ſedentis Rane 6: | 
 kAJegOn, 2 mod. 
be well aſſured of the Truth of the Figures nud the 
1 Reading, may then enquire into the Relation between 
£5, 0 Citizens of Nicew and Pythagorar, N 
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ſcure Doctrines, or underſtand them in a 
Senſe agreeable to theſe ſo; ſtrong and fer-. 
tile Conceptions, or elſe ſuppoſe them not 
his, tho imputed to him 
We ſhould then have no other Idea of 


thematician, a Philoſopher, and a Natura- 
liſt, as his Citizens c 
_ ouſly repreſented him upon their Mo ey 
(i) vrhich we ſtill meet with. He appears 
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Stick, wherewith he ſhewys a Globe placed 
on a ſmall Pillar, and ſeems as it were 
deſerib ing the Figure of the Earth, the 
Obliquity of the Ecliptic, or the Sphere 
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